
D. Eileen Studer
October 2, 1926 - July 30, 2018

Eileen was born October 2, 1926 in Rensselaer to Perry S. and Ethyl
McConnell Washburn. Known by her father as Dorothy or Dottie, having been
named after his sister, to most others she was known as Eileen since that was
how her mother enrolled her in school. Eileen graduated from Rensselaer
High School in 1944, and was married in Rensselaer on December 17, 1951
to Robert J Studer, formerly of Fowler, in the dining room of their newly built
modern home. By Eileen’s own account, Bob’s nickname for her was
Sapphire, after the bossy character in Amos and Andy. To us, of course she
was Mom, and to her grandsons she was simply Bobo. 

 After high school, Eileen worked at the State Fire Marshall’s Office in
Indianapolis, then in Rensselaer at the State Highway Garage, the State Bank
and the Clinic of Family Medicine where she was bookkeeper for many years,
retiring in 1984. Bob and Eileen enjoyed 22 years of retirement together,
spending winters at their home in Mesa Arizona and summers in Rensselaer.
They were fortunate to be in Arizona while their grandsons were young and
had lots of fun and adventures teaching and playing with them. Although
neither was college-educated, with hard work and common goals they were
able to build three homes together and found fulfillment in working as a team
to maintain them. 

 Eileen passed away on Monday, July 30, 2018. She was preceded in death by
her parents, and in April, 2006 by her brother, Willard S. Washburn, then just a
few weeks later by her husband Bob. After Bob’s passing, Eileen enjoyed



learning to play bridge, going to Red Hat lunches and the camaraderie of her
friends at the Rensselaer Community Center. Under the carport of her home
Eileen hosted the Community Center for lunch, and also hosted the 70-year
reunion for RHS class of 1944. 

 Eileen had a keen memory for dates, names and events, and at age 91 she
was proud to be able to maintain her independence until becoming ill a few
weeks ago. The Washburn’s are strong stock, of English decent, and are
recorded being in Duxbury, Massachusetts in the early 1600’s. She will be
missed by daughters Patty Michael of Phoenix and Nancy Studer (Steve
Kochell) of Rensselaer, grandsons Robert Michael of Phoenix and Perry
Michael (April Fendt) of Kokomo. 

 Visitation will be held at Jackson Funeral Chapel Rensselaer from 3:00 - 6:00
pm CDT on Monday, August 6 with graveside services at Weston Cemetery
on Tuesday, August 7 at 10:00 am CDT. In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Trinity United Methodist Church of Rensselaer or to the Saint
Joseph’s College chapel renewal project. RIP Bobo!



Cemetery Details

Weston Cemetery

Weston Cemetery
Rensselaer, IN 47978
(219) 866-5626

Previous Events

Visitation

AUG 6. 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM (CT)

Jackson Funeral Chapel of Rensselaer
250 N. McKinley Avenue 

 P.O. Box 70
Rensselaer, IN 47978
(219) 866-5123
info@jacksonfuneral.com
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com

Graveside Services

AUG 7. 10:00 AM (CT)

Weston Cemetery
Weston Cemetery
Rensselaer, IN 47978
(219) 866-5626

mailto:info@jacksonfuneral.com
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/
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Martha Langley - August 07, 2018 at 11:21 AM

Martha Langley lit a candle in memory of D.
Eileen Studer

Helen Burns - August 04, 2018 at 09:36 AM

Nancy, as you know, I was your Mother’s maid-of-honor. She was a
very dear friend of mine who will be sadly missed, by not only me,
but others who called her ‘my friend’. You have my utmost and
heartfelt sympathy. Hugs, Helen (Feldhaus) Burns

Marcia Bohlinger - August 03, 2018 at 11:30 PM

Marcia Bohlinger lit a candle in memory of D.
Eileen Studer

Judy Burvan - August 03, 2018 at 03:42 PM

Judy Burvan lit a candle in memory of D.
Eileen Studer
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Regina Warfel - August 03, 2018 at 09:39 AM

I always enjoyed my conversations with
Eileen. She was such a hoot but she would
tell her as she saw it. Really enjoyed having a
good relationship with her over the last few
years. My condolences Nancy I know you will
really miss her.

Mike and Janet Brown - August 03, 2018 at 07:04 AM

Mike And Janet Brown lit a candle in memory
of D. Eileen Studer

Carol & Harvey Wood - August 02, 2018 at 08:58 PM

Carol & Harvey Wood lit a candle in memory
of D. Eileen Studer

Don and Gloria Waymouth - August 02, 2018 at 05:57 PM

Our Sincere Sympathy to all of you.
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Mary Alberts - August 02, 2018 at 05:36 PM

Mary Alberts lit a candle in memory of D.
Eileen Studer

Marge Wealing - August 02, 2018 at 05:09 PM

I worked with Eileen for many years at the Clinic of Family Medicine
. She taught me her duties including payroll by hand. I remember
she wanted nothing to do with computers. When clinic was ready to
take this big step including payroll , she said no, I’m out of here ! I
loved her and enjoyed working with her .

Doug & Kathy Wilcox - August 02, 2018 at 04:22 PM

Doug & Kathy Wilcox lit a candle in memory
of D. Eileen Studer

Noelle Weishaar - August 02, 2018 at 03:28 PM

I have good memories of Eileen over the
years, in particular visiting her as child with
my grandparents, Charlie and Waneta. She
always so kind to me when I would see her
out and about. She'll be missed! 

 Noelle "Overton" Weishaar


