
James "Jim" Paul Roodzant
December 22, 1971 - October 7, 2025

James “Jim” Roodzant was born on December 22, 1971, in Bellflower,
California, and grew up surrounded by family, faith, and friendship. After
spending his childhood in California and Oregon, he built lifelong friendships
that shaped his journey. In 1990, Jim joined the U.S. Navy as a hospital
corpsman, where he formed deep bonds of brotherhood. During that time, he
met Tawnya, the love of his life, and they were married in 1994. 

 

Following his service, Jim earned his bachelor’s degree at Oregon State
University and then went on to earn his doctorate of veterinary medicine from
the University of Wisconsin. Jim and Tawnya settled with their family in
DeMotte, Indiana, in 2003, where he worked as a staff veterinarian on several
dairies for over 20 years. 

Jim made everyone feel like a friend. His wisdom came wrapped in warmth
and laughter, and his easy smile could fill a room. He was a devoted husband
and father who led his family with quiet strength, steadfast love, and a sense
of humor that often ended with him being “right”—and everyone knowing it.
Jim was generous with his time, his home, and his table. He loved to cook and
welcome others in, making sure no one left hungry and everyone left feeling
cared for. 

 

Above all, Jim was a faithful believer in Jesus Christ. He lived out his faith



through kindness, integrity, and service, finding his hope not in circumstance
but in the finished work of Christ’s death and resurrection. During his three-
year battle with cancer, that hope only deepened. He drew strength from the
promises of Scripture and from the truth he cherished in the words of the
Heidelberg Catechism, Question and Answer 1: that his only comfort in life
and in death was that he belonged, body and soul, to his faithful Savior, Jesus
Christ. 

 

Jim is lovingly remembered by his wife of 31 years, Tawnya (Viss), and their
children Sam (Aubrey), Jake (Chelsea), Matt, Molly, and Brady. His joy
multiplied with the arrival of his first grandson, Gideon, born to Jake and
Chelsea on December 22, 2024 — Jim’s own birthday. 

 

He is the cherished son of Phil and Patty Roodzant, brother to Pam Uffelman,
uncle to Sarah, Jenna, and Emma, and loved by many aunts, uncles, and
cousins. When Jim married Tawnya, he also gained a large and loving
extended family who immediately welcomed him as one of their own. He is
especially loved by his parents-in-law, Rich and Shy Boersma. 

 

Jim’s circle of love extended far beyond his home. His dairy family — the Bos,
Schakel, and Herrema families — became like parents and brothers to him,
sharing in the work, faith, and friendship that shaped so much of his life. 

 

Early on October 7, 2025 Jim left his earthly home surrounded by family and
entered into his eternal home with Jesus. He was freed from all his suffering
and has been made complete and whole, lacking nothing. 

 

The best way you can honor Jim’s life is to get to know the hope he had in
Christ. If you don’t already have a home church, he would want you to find
one and to attend regularly. Live with the same kindness, faith, and joy that
marked Jim’s life—love your family deeply, cherish your friends, and walk



closely with God. 
 

Jim’s legacy is one of steadfast faith, gratitude, and genuine love. Though he
is no longer with us, his life continues to point others to the One who gave him
peace and strength through every season—his Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

Family and friends are invited to come and visit with the family at Jim’s
Visitation on Friday, October 10 from 4:00-7:00pm at First Church in
Wheatfield. A funeral service to honor Jim will be Saturday, October 11 at
10:00am at First Church in Wheatfield. 

In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to the Breakaway Dinner Ministry at
Community Church in Roselawn.



Cemetery Details

Cemetery of the Resurrection

Cemetery of the Resurrection
De Motte, IN 46310

Previous Events

Visitation

OCT 10. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

First Church
5387 W State Road 10
Wheatfield, IN 46392
(219) 987-5156
http://www.first.church

Visitation

OCT 11. 9:30 AM - 10:00 AM (CT)

First Church
5387 W State Road 10
Wheatfield, IN 46392
(219) 987-5156
http://www.first.church

http://www.first.church/
http://www.first.church/


Funeral Service

OCT 11. 10:00 AM (CT)

First Church
5387 W State Road 10
Wheatfield, IN 46392
(219) 987-5156
http://www.first.church

http://www.first.church/
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Sylvia Thornton - October 24, 2025 at 02:53 PM

I didn't get to see Jim all the time working in Q Ranch in CO but
when I did I remember his smile and laughter. That is what I will
always remember. 

 Syliva Thornton

Brent Caffee, Sam Ahler, Jon Townsend - October 13, 2025 at
01:53 PM

Brent Caffee, Sam Ahler, Jon Townsend
purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of
James "Jim" Paul Roodzant.

Charles C. - October 10, 2025 at 03:17 PM

Charles C. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of James "Jim" Paul
Roodzant.

Thomas S. - October 10, 2025 at 01:06 PM

Thomas S. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of James "Jim" Paul
Roodzant.

https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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October 10, 2025 at 11:57 AM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of James "Jim" Paul Roodzant.

Mike Kasey-MWI Animal Health - October 10, 2025 at 11:57 AM

Mike Kasey-MWI Animal Health planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of James "Jim" Paul Roodzant.

Alfredo and Marcela Gines - October 10, 2025 at 10:11 AM

Alfredo and Marcela Gines purchased the Beautif
ul Dreams for the family of James "Jim" Paul
Roodzant.

Remy-Leger Family - October 10, 2025 at 09:05 AM

Remy-Leger Family purchased the Divine Peace
Bouquet for the family of James "Jim" Paul
Roodzant.

https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Remy-Leger Family - October 10, 2025 at 09:05 AM

Remy-Leger Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of James "Jim" Paul
Roodzant.

Tony & Mary Beth - October 09, 2025 at 06:31 PM

Tony & Mary Beth purchased the Lily and Rose T
ribute Spray for the family of James "Jim" Paul
Roodzant.

Tony & Mary Beth - October 09, 2025 at 06:31 PM

Tony & Mary Beth planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of James "Jim" Paul
Roodzant.

Stephen Wiseman - October 09, 2025 at 05:43 PM

Stephen Wiseman purchased the Arrive in Style
for the family of James "Jim" Paul Roodzant.

https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1438&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1438&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1438&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Stephen Wiseman - October 09, 2025 at 05:43 PM

Stephen Wiseman planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of James "Jim" Paul
Roodzant.

Angie Rowson - October 09, 2025 at 03:38 PM

Angie Rowson purchased the Forever Our Angel
Bouquet for the family of James "Jim" Paul
Roodzant.

October 09, 2025 at 01:07 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of James "Jim" Paul Roodzant.

October 09, 2025 at 01:07 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of James "Jim" Paul Roodzant.

https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4715&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4715&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4715&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Sue, Kelly and Tim Nienhuis - October 08, 2025 at 09:11 PM

Sue, Kelly and Tim Nienhuis purchased the Coun
try Basket Blooms for the family of James "Jim"
Paul Roodzant.

October 08, 2025 at 06:21 PM

Treasured Lilies Spray was purchased for the
family of James "Jim" Paul Roodzant.

October 08, 2025 at 06:21 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of James "Jim" Paul Roodzant.

October 08, 2025 at 06:14 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
James "Jim" Paul Roodzant.

October 08, 2025 at 06:14 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of James "Jim" Paul Roodzant.

https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4323&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4323&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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NutriQuest - October 08, 2025 at 04:59 PM

NutriQuest purchased the Simply Elegant Spathi
phyllum for the family of James "Jim" Paul
Roodzant.

NutriQuest - October 08, 2025 at 04:59 PM

NutriQuest planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of James "Jim" Paul
Roodzant.

David and Mia Viss - October 08, 2025 at 02:54 PM

David and Mia Viss purchased the Divine Peace
Bouquet for the family of James "Jim" Paul
Roodzant.

David and Mia Viss - October 08, 2025 at 02:54 PM

David and Mia Viss planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of James "Jim" Paul
Roodzant.

https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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October 08, 2025 at 02:46 PM

"Beautifully lived" Memory box was purchased for
the family of James "Jim" Paul Roodzant.

October 08, 2025 at 02:46 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of James "Jim" Paul Roodzant.

Richard, Josie and Luke Roodzant - October 08, 2025 at 02:06
PM

Richard, Josie and Luke Roodzant purchased the
Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of
James "Jim" Paul Roodzant.

October 08, 2025 at 01:39 PM

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for
the family of James "Jim" Paul Roodzant.

https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4545&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4545&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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October 08, 2025 at 12:27 PM

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the
family of James "Jim" Paul Roodzant.

Dirk & Lorna Eggleston - October 08, 2025 at 11:44 AM

Dirk & Lorna Eggleston purchased the Simply Ele
gant Spathiphyllum for the family of James "Jim"
Paul Roodzant.

https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

