
Joan Ruth Sawyer
July 26, 1929 - December 9, 2015

Joan Ruth (DePuy) Balvich Sawyer, age 86, of Fort Pierce, Florida passed
away on December 9, 2015 at her son’s home in Rensselaer, Indiana. Joan
was born July 26, 1929, in San Diego, California, the daughter of John C.
DePuy and Marjorie Ruth (Bateson) Conkle. Joan was raised in San Diego
where she attended Grossmont High School 

 Joan had lived in Chicago, Clarendon Hills, Ill., Berwyn, Ill., Dayton, Ohio,
Monticello, Ind. and most recently in Fort Pierce, Florida for 18 years. 
Her marriage was on April 15, 1945 in Chicago, Illinois to John J. Balvich, Sr.
who passed away on October 15, 2011. 

 Joan raised her children in Berwyn where she served as the President of the
local PTA, and was a Girl Scout leader and a Boy Scout den mother. She was
a member of the Berwyn Moose Lodge where she enjoyed portraying both
Santa Claus and the Easter Bunny. An active member of the Republican
Party, Joan had the honor of introducing Ronald Reagan at the Republican
Day Dinner in DuPage County, Illinois, when he was Governor of California.
She enjoyed being a Real Estate agent while living in Berwyn and was
featured in a local magazine for her interior design talents. 

 Later in adulthood Joan returned to San Diego where she was employed as
an Executive Secretary for Emark Corporation. 
Relocating to the Midwest, Joan met and married Alexander “Steve” Sawyer
in Monticello, Indiana in 1996. They enjoyed life together, later moving to Fort
Pierce, Florida. 



Joan was an active member of the Indian Creek Presbyterian Church in Fort
Pierce where she served as a Deacon of the church. She was a sports
enthusiast with a competitive spirit, was an avid golfer and she and Steve held
the honor of being Bocce Ball Champions. While living in Fort Pierce Joan
became the Chairperson of the Crop Hunger Walk in Florida which was the
largest fund raiser to feed the needy. 

 Joan was very proud of her family whom she loved and cherished. 
Surviving with her husband Steve are her children, John (wife Arlene) Balvich
of Rensselaer, Dr. James (wife Becky) Balvich of Blowing Rock, NC, Dr.
Jordan (wife Beth) Balvich of Rensselaer and Joan “Missie” (husband Ron)
Kane of Overland Park, Kansas. Also surviving are 19 grandchildren, 6 great-
grandchildren, and two brothers, William “Bill” (wife Judi) DePuy and John
DePuy, both of San Diego, CA, along with many loving nieces and nephews. 
Joan was preceded in death by her father and mother, a son Jeffrey Balvich, a
sister Marjorie Eggleston and a brother Quentin “Roger” DePuy. 

 Friends will be received at the Jackson Funeral Chapel of Rensselaer on
Saturday, December 12, 2015 from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. Funeral mass will the
Saturday, December 12, 2015, at 11:00 a.m. at the St. Augustine Catholic
Church in Rensselaer with Father Stang officiating. Burial will be at Roselawn
Memorial Cemetery in Terra Haute, Indiana. Memorials may be made to the
Crop Hunger Walk c/o World Church Services, P.O. Box 968, Elkhart, IN
46515 or by going to www.crophungerwalk.org.



Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 12. 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Jackson Funeral Chapel of Rensselaer
250 N. McKinley Avenue 

 P.O. Box 70
Rensselaer, IN 47978
(219) 866-5123
info@jacksonfuneral.com
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com

Funeral Mass

DEC 12. 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Augustine Catholic Church
318 North McKinley Avenue
Rensselaer, IN 47978
(219) 866-5351
https://stmichaelpastorate.org/

mailto:info@jacksonfuneral.com
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/
https://stmichaelpastorate.org/


Tribute Wall
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Jackson Funeral Chapels - December 11, 2015 at 03:24 PM

Jackson Funeral Chapels created a Tribute Video in memory of
Joan Ruth Sawyer
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Belinda (Emmel) Hager - December 11, 2015 at 04:35 PM

Cherish the memories! My prayers and thoughts are with you and your
family!

Judy Burvan - December 12, 2015 at 09:06 AM

Judy Burvan lit a candle in memory of Joan
Ruth Sawyer
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Jackson Funeral Chapels - December 11, 2015 at 03:00 PM

85 files added to the album LifeTributes

Staci H. - December 11, 2015 at 01:08 PM

Staci H. purchased the Lovely One Spathiphyllu
m Plant for the family of Joan Ruth Sawyer.

December 11, 2015 at 10:04 AM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Joan Ruth Sawyer.

https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3014&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3014&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3014&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


PC

PC





PAULA COFFEY - December 11, 2015 at 09:44 AM

PAULA COFFEY purchased the Large Basket Ga
rden for the family of Joan Ruth Sawyer.

Paula Coffey - December 11, 2015 at 08:51 AM

Our deepest sympathy to the family. She was such a beautiful
woman and so full of life. She will be missed! 

 Love 
Paula and George Coffey

December 11, 2015 at 08:46 AM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Joan Ruth Sawyer.

December 11, 2015 at 08:07 AM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Joan Ruth Sawyer.

https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1414&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1414&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1414&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Joaniej - December 11, 2015 at 08:03 AM

My prayers and sympathy for the family of this beautiful woman.
Joan came into my life when I was 15 years old and holds a special
place in my heart. I will miss her never ending smile, her laugh and
her enthusiasm for life. Her love will live on in her children,
grandchildren and great-grand children! I was blessed to have her in
my life. May you rest in peace................

Vicki Phillips - December 11, 2015 at 07:02 AM

We were BLESSED to meet this precious lady
for the first time in May of this year, at the
wedding of her grand-daughter Jessica and
our son Matt. Today she is attending another
celebration, a new life with no pain or sorrow.
The entire family of this beautiful lady will be in our thoughts and
prayers. 

  
With our Deepest Sympathy, 

 Clark and Vicki Phillips

Gordon Klockow - December 11, 2015 at 05:28 AM

What a joyful life to celebrate, John and
Jordan. You are in our thoughts and prayers.
Gordon and Nancy Klockow


