Marie Pettet

July 2, 1917 - May 16, 2017

Rensselaer resident Marie Pettet, age 99, passed away at the Rensselaer
Care Center on May 16, 2017.

Hazel Marie Pettet, nee Studer, was born in Conrad, Indiana on July 2, 1917,
the seventh child of Lettie Mae Eastwood and the fifth child of Emil Gustave
Studer. Lettie first married Otto Studer, brother of Gustave, and together they
had two children, Ernest and Essie. Not uncommon and biblical, Gustave
married Lettie after his brother’s death. Together they were the parents of
Andrew, Clara, Lloyd, Forrest and Hazel.

At the age of 15, Marie met the love of her life, John F. Pettet Jr., when her
mother sent her to the store in Kniman for some cold cuts and bread when
unexpected company had arrived. With Marie being the tender age of 18
years and 4 days, they eloped to Kankakee, lllinois, returning to their
respective homes as John was only 20 years and 7 months which was under
the legal age for marriage in Indiana. After a few weeks apart her mother and
his father told their spouses of the secret marriage of Marie and John and to
get over being upset about it.

Marie and John started married life in the Kniman area and later moved to
Barkley Township where they were active in the church and the community
club. They worked side by side, driving school busses, farming, milking cows
and raising two children, Judith Marie and John Roger. The couple celebrated
51 years together before John’s death in 1986.

In the year of their 25th Anniversary, Judy married Donald Smith and John



Roger married Helen Tilton. Within four years they were elated to become
grandparents of Sharon Sue (Randy) Pettet Hart, Jeffery (Nancy) Smith,
Marianne (Tom) Pettet Shields, Annette (Victor) Smith Mattocks, Roger Bruce
(Becky) Pettet and Julie (Mark) Smith Hunsley. Marie was proud that the six
grandchildren presented 14 great-grandchildren and 20 great-great
grandchildren to the family.

After John suffered a major stroke at age 51, Marie supported the couple by
working at the Jasper County Hospital, the Jefferson House Restaurant, and
doing housecleaning for others. Later they worked together at the First
Christian Church where Marie was a member, and as managers of the
Interstate Motel in Rensselaer.

Marie took her first airplane ride at the age of 77, when she visited her dad’s
homeland of Switzerland. She retired from working at the age of 88 after 18
years at the Rensselaer Nutrition Site. Marie never had a hobby but she
enjoyed house cleaning, playing the piano and raising flowers.

Judy and Roger agree that if their parents left them a legacy, it was the
importance of giving a good days labor for your wages, always being truthful
and the importance of family.

Hazel was preceded in death by her four brothers, Ernest, Andrew, Lloyd and
Forrest, her two sisters, Clara Prohosky Reese and Essie Flatt Cobb, her son-
in-law, Donald Smith, and great-granddaughter, Amanda Hanley.

Friends will be received by the family at the Jackson Funeral Chapel of
Rensselaer on Monday, May 22, 2017, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.. Funeral
services for Marie will be at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, May 22, 2017, at the
Jackson Funeral Chapel of Rensselaer with Rev. Elizabeth Hartmann
officiating. Burial will follow at Weston Cemetery, Rensselaer, Indiana.
Memorials are suggested to the First Christian Church or the Jasper County
Community Services, both in Rensselaer.



Cemetery Details

Weston Cemetery

Weston Cemetery
Rensselaer, IN 47978
(219) 866-5626
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P.O. Box 70
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https://www.jacksonfuneral.com


mailto:info@jacksonfuneral.com
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/
mailto:info@jacksonfuneral.com
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/

Tribute Wall

Jim Steiner lit a candle in memory of Marie
Pettet

Jim Steiner - May 20, 2017 at 10:23 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Marie Pettet.

May 19, 2017 at 05:34 PM

Dale & Trish Hamacher lit a candle in memory
of Marie Pettet

Dale & Trish Hamacher - May 19, 2017 at 01:07 PM

Garden Accent - "Those we love don't go away...
was purchased for the family of Marie Pettet.

May 19, 2017 at 06:24 AM

n



https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jacksonfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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| was fortunate to grow up on the street where John and Marie also
lived. The kids from the street played many ball games in John and
Marie's back yard and we spent hours on their indestructable swing
set. Marie and John were great neighbors and Marie helped my
mom with cleaning for many years. To this day, on a regular basis,
my mom still says, "No one cleans like Marie Pettet!" She was a
hard worker and always had a kind and easy smile. The last time |
was in Rensselaer, a number of years ago, | stopped to visit Marie
when she was still living in her house. We sat on her sofa and she
held and patted my hand and recounted the olden days. She was a
special lady who loved her family and friends and i feel blessed to
have grown up with Marie as my neighbor.

Melissa Greene - May 18, 2017 at 09:30 PM

Thank you all for remembering mom. We will never know whether she
was 99 or 100 last July but know she was loved and admired by many.

judy smith - May 21, 2017 at 07:54 AM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Marie Pettet.

May 18, 2017 at 08:52 PM

I'm so sorry for your loss Judy.

Jo Ann & Alan Cooper - May 18, 2017 at 04:28 PM
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Judy, my condolences on the passing of your mother.

Frank R Shirer - May 18, 2017 at 01:52 PM

Jim & Dorrie Lefler lit a candle in memory of 0
Marie Pettet

Jim & Dorrie Lefler - May 18, 2017 at 07:22 AM

Linda And Glen Wood lit a candle in memory 1
of Marie Pettet

Linda and Glen Wood - May 18, 2017 at 06:24 AM

Judy Siegrist lit a candle in memory of Marie 1
Pettet

Judy Siegrist - May 17, 2017 at 09:32 PM



